THE GIAMT RAFT.

As for preserved meats, not forgetting a whole flock of
sheep, kept in a special stable built in the front, they con-
sisted principally of a quantity of the " presunto " hams
of the district, which are of first-class quality ; but the
guns of the young fellows and of some of the Indians were
reckoned on for additional supplies, excellent hunters as
they were, to whom there was likely to be no lack of
game on the islands and in the forests bordering on the
stream. The river was expected to furnish its daily quota ;
prawns, which ought rather to be called crawfish ; " tamba-
gus," the finest fish in the district, of a flavour superior to
that of salmon, to which It is often compared; "pira-
rucus " with red scales, as large as sturgeons, which when
salted are used In great quantities throughout Brazil;
" candiras," awkward to capture, but good to eat ; " piran-
has" or devil-fish, striped with red bands, and thirty
inches long ; turtles large and small, which are counted
by millions, and form so large a part of the food of the
natives ; some of every one of these things it was hoped
would figure in turn on the tables of the master and his
men,

And so each day shooting and fishing were to be regu-
larly indulged in.

For beverages they had a good store of the best that
the country produced ; " caysuma " or lt machachera," from
tfre Upper and Lower Amazon, an agreeable liquor of